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Highlights of the Month

Technoloqy

Poll Reveals the Most Useless Car Features: Al Smart Climate

Arecent survey by J.D. Power in the United States reveals the belief of car owners
that many advanced automotive technologies fail to address practical issues,
leading to a vote on the least useful features. The semi-autonomous driving
system received the lowest scores, while passenger screens were also rated
negatively, with users finding them difficult to operate. Additionally, features like
facial recognition, fingerprint unlocking, and gesture control are seen as excessive
innovations that address conjectural problems. In contrast, the Al-based smart
climate control system received favourable feedback from owners. The survey,
based on responses from 81,926 car owners, analysed 40 different automotive
technologies. While the usage of Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS)
has increased, many owners express indifference to their value, preferring
features that directly resolve specific issues. In terms of brand experience,
Genesis topped the rankings with a score of 584, followed by Lexus at 535.
Overall, there still room for improvement in automotive technology to satisfy car
owners’ needs.

Culprit Behind Lithium Battery Degradation Discovered; New
Research Published in 'Science' Journal

Scientists have discovered that the root cause of battery degradation lies in the
reaction between hydrogen molecules and the battery cathode, hindering the
return of lithium ions. This breakthrough unravels the mystery of lithium battery
lifespan, prompting the development of more durable batteries. This finding is
significant for the energy storage and electric vehicle industries, driving towards a
more sustainable future.

Geotab Study Reveals: Most EV Batteries Outlast the Vehicles
Themselves

A study by the Canadian company Geotab reveals that the lifespan of electric
vehicle batteries exceeds that of the vehicles themselves, with an average annual
degradation rate of only 1.8% and a projected 80% health retention after 12 years.
The research indicates significant battery improvements, potentially extending
battery lifespans to 20 years. On a different note, the U.S. startup Redwood
Materials focuses on electric vehicle battery recycling, aiming to establish a
closed-loop system for battery materials like lithium, cobalt, nickel, and copper,
enabling the production of new batteries from recycled materials.
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Another Electronics Company Announces Entry into Car
Manufacturing

Sharp announced its official entrance to the electric vehicle market and plans to
launch multiple electric vehicles in the future. At the same time, it also revealed
the concept electric vehicle LDK+ to be unveiled at a technology showcase on 17
Sep. According to official sources, this concept car uses AloT technology that
combines atrtificial intelligence (Al) and the Internet of Things (IoT). It is also
equipped with solar cells and energy storage batteries. A large LCD screen will be
equipped on the car’s rear, and the rear seats can be rotated to use the vehicle as
a theater. Judging from the officially released pictures, the LDK+ concept electric
vehicle has a square shape, similar to a minibus. Although Sharp has no relevant
experience in building cars. But in fact, in recent years, the parent company Hon
Hai Group has also making relevant plans on the electric vehicle track. Previously,
Hon Hai Chairman has affirmed that electric vehicles are the direction of future
development.

Was Musk Right? Mobileye Halts Lidar Development

Mobileye announces termination of next-gen lidar development, leading to 100 job
cuts. The company will shut down lidar R&D division, focusing on Time-of-Flight
(ToF) lidar and imaging radar instead. This shift will not impact product plans and
aligns with Tesla CEO MuskK's vision of camera-centric self-driving systems. Intel
explores selling a stake in Mobileye.

CabCab Collaborates with Mainland's Cowin Auto to Introduce

400 Domestic Electric Taxis Equipped with Smart Meters
CabCab’s Managing Director and Chairman of the Hong Kong Radio Taxi
Association announced that the company is collaborating with Kaiyi to support its
entry into the Hong Kong market. The initial plan is to introduce 400 electric taxis,
but due to the need for charging infrastructure, it is expecting to launch no earlier
than next year. CabCab expressed satisfaction after test-driving the Kaiyi electric
taxi, noting its spacious interior and a boot that can accommodate three pieces of
luggage, with a price of around HK$ 200,000, describing it as "small car price, big
car space. "Additionally, CabCab's smart meters will offer electronic receipts and
automatic calculation of surcharges, while various electronic payment methods will
be introduced. The company also plans to gradually incorporate connected vehicle
technologies, including new taxi dispatch and location systems. CabCab's CEO
stated that in addition to local development, the company is actively expanding
into international markets, focusing primarily on Southeast Asian countries like
Nepal and Thailand, as well as the Middle East.
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Standards and Requlations

Germany Lobbies EU Nations to Vote Against Imposing Tariffs on

Chinese Electric Vehicles

Germany and China are working to persuade EU member states to oppose tariffs
on Chinese electric vehicles in a vote scheduled for 25 Sep. German officials are
reaching out to other member states to secure opposing votes. The Chinese
Commerce Minister is currently in Europe for discussions, meeting with the
German Minister of Economic Affairs in Berlin on Tuesday and holding a
roundtable with the automotive industry on Wednesday. Germany is concerned
that tariffs of up to 35.3% could affect its investments in China and may lead to
retaliation from Beijing. To block the tariffs, 15 out of the 27 member states must
vote against them, but only 4 countries opposed the tariffs in a preliminary vote in
July.
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